
THE MOUSETRAP 

TROTTER. The Stannings were sentenced to terms of 

imprisonment. Stanning died in prison. Mrs. Stanning 
served her sentence and was duly released. Yesterday, 
as I say, she was found strangled at twenty-four Culver 
Street.  A notebook was picked up near the scene of 
the crime. In that notebook was written two addresses. 
One was twenty­four Culver Street. The other (he 
pauses) was Monkswell Manor. 

GILES. What? 

TROTTER. Yes, sir. 

That's why Superintendent Hogben, on receiving this 
information from Scotland Yard, thought it imperative 
for me to come out here and find out if you knew of 
any connection between this house, or anyone in this 
house, and the Longridge Farm case. 

GILES. (moving lo the left end of the refectory table) There's 
nothing - absolutely nothing. It must be a coincidence. 

TROTfER. Superintendent Hogben doesn't think it is a 
coincidence, sir. 

He'd have come himself if it had been in any way 
possible. Under the weather conditions, and as I can 
ski, he sent me with instructions to get full particulars 
of everyone in the house, to 1·eport back to him by 
phone, and to take what measures I thought fit 
to ensure the safety of the household. 

GILES. Safety? What danger does he think we're in? Good 

Lord, he's not suggesting that somebody is going to be 

killed here. 

TROTTER. I don't want to frighten any of the ladies - but 

frankly, yes, that is the idea. 

GILES. But - why? 

TROTTER. That's what I'm here to find out. 

GILES. But the whole thing's crazy! 

TROTTER. Yes, sir. It's because it's crazy that it's dangerous. 
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